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Father Kentenich invited followers to go into the school of St Paul

Excerpt from Msgr Dr Wolf’s Sermon

Father Kentenichwent into St Paul’s
school of thought and was inspired by
him and made entire sections of his
letters his own. Immediately after the
founding of the Marian Congregation he
spoke about the leadership styleand the
missionary method of St Paul. Thereis
atalk in which it becomes clear that he
knows St Paul and has reflected on his
methodology. It is from this talk that
Joseph Engling picked up the
formulation of his personal ideal: to
become all things to all men. From St
Paul the young spiritual director works
out his early and continuous favorite
theme of freedom. Itisimportanttohim
to establish and orient thisthemein the
Pauline view of the freedom of a
Christian. He extensively compiles
everything Paul says about childship
before God and findsthe supporting and
effectivepillarsfor hisview of childship
before God, which hethen developsinto
afour-week retreat. From the prisonin
Coblence, where he only has at his
disposal the Bible and the then well-
known book by Holzner about St Paul,
on note after note he writes training
material for acourse of Sistersof Mary
to their reception. It is the great world
of the membership in Christ which he
takes up and makes his own.

Throughout hislife our father makes
use of such themes that he worked out
for himself. One can only be amazed at
how connections and citations are
constantly present and at his disposal
over decades. He is one who has gone

St Paul - Crete Shrine

into the school of St Paul and let himself
be shaped by it.

Out of his own experience with St
Paul heinvites us to go into the school
of St Paul time and again. We find the
invitation addressed to the young people
of the congregation and to the thousands
who attended his courses and to the
many, many who join his
foundation. Timeand againwefind the
words, “tolearn from St Paul,” “to study
in Paul,” “to go into the school of St
Paul.”

In aretreat course in 1935, Father
Kentenichintroduces St Paul asamaster
and leader whom one canreally trust. It
cannot escape the careful listener how
he juxtaposes St Paul as aleader figure
next to the“ Fuhrer” who had comeinto
power two yearsprevioudy in Germany.
Our founder brings together what
distinguishes &t Paul asatrueleader and

continued on p 3
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Celebrating St Paul at the Cor
Mariae Shrine, Crete, Nebraska

The altar of the newest Schoenstatt
Shrine contains a first-class relic of St
Paul, agift of Divine Providencewhich
grants the shrine special graces during
this Year of St Paul. With a solemn
declaration the Vatican has designated
the Cor Mariae Shrine a special place
of pilgrimage; all who make a visit at
any time during the year may obtain a
plenary indulgence with the fulfillment
of the usual requirements. Of course
thereis great rejoicing not only among
Nebraska Schoenstatt Family members
but also in the heart of Bishop Fabian
Bruskewitz and the whol e diocese!

In an effort to make the Cor Mariae
Shrine and the Apostolic Movement of
Schoenstatt (symbolized by the statues
of Sts Peter and Paul) more known,
movement |leaders have scheduled
variousevents. Thefirst wasthe solemn
diocesan opening of the Year of St Paul,
celebrated by Bishop Bruskewitz at the
Cor Mariae Shrine for 250 people on
the vigil of the Feast of Sts Peter and
Paul, June 28. That evening a special
atar cloth wasplaced onthealtar which
allows visitors to the shrine to see and
veneratetherelic of St Paul until theend
of the jubilee year, June 29, 20009.

Pauline eventsat the shrinefor 2008
include Saturday Recollectionsfrom 10-
2 pmfeaturing different priestsfromthe
diocese on July 19, Aug 16, Sept 20,
Oct 25, Nov 15, and Dec 13; aswell as
a pilgrimage to Boys Town on Aug 23
and an Advent Retreat on Dec 6. Feel
free to visit the shrine at your
conveniencefor the plenary indulgence.

Sster M Emily Kenkel
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Dear Coordinators and Readers,

With this newsletter in your hands, we
have “caught up” with our quarterly issues.
Only since many have given me the tip to
send an envelope for the humble $5
subscription donation, did | do so. | hope
you find it handy and | will be praying on my
knees in the shrine that you all find this
newsletter and what it stands for, “worth the
money” and will want to continue receiving
it. The winter ‘08 issue should come out just
after New Year's when the Christmas card
mail is over. | look forward to putting together
an international issue.

After tremendous events like the
national SRC Convention, World Youth Day
Pilgrimage to Sydney, Australia, and getting
two newsletters to the publishers before
some time with my family in Milroy, MN, we
are back to the daily humming and | want to
remind us all of our goal during this year of
St Paul where we want to bring our Mother
Thrice Admirable and her picture of
grace into one million more American
Family homes!

| was so proud of our Schoenstatt Girls'
Youth at WYD and how they gave on dozens
of the laminated Pilgrim MTAs (which Alicia
designed in Manilla, Philippines). About
every 10th person we came in contact with
knew about Schoenstatt in Mulgoa. Our MTA
is definitely out on the world scene “big-
time!” Three more great Schoenstatt events
during the Pope’s first visit to Australia
included: Sister M Luka being interviewed
live before the Opening Mass at
Barangaroo about her 2005 WYD life
decision, Sister M Rebecca being chosen
to be on the ferry with the Pope during
his boat-a-cade arrival, and Sister M Julie
giving a talk to Pope Benedict XVI
representing young consecrated life in
Australia.
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Also our sisters did a fantastic job with
the International Schoenstatt Festival on
July 22, 2008, for over 200 youth. Our girls
told how they found a home with the sisters
who took care of every little need, especially
Sister Mary Louise. Next issue we hope to
hear about the Pilgrim MTA Apostolate in
Australia from Sister M Myrna. | also hope
to spend some time on updating our
www.schoenstattrosarycampaign.org
website.

Now all eyes turn toward the next
Shrine Dedication on October 18, 2008,
at San Antonio, Texas! The Cor Unum in
Patre Shrine will be dedicated at 3 pm by
Archbishop José Gomez. The address is
17071 Low Road, Helotes, TX 78023.
www.mountschoenstatt.org. Call Pilar
Huerta at 210-490-4367 if you can attend.

Wishing you deep apostolic peace as
we go with St Paul: “In a word, be strong.
Do everything with love” Cor 16:13-14.

In our living shrine, Sister M Jessica

ONE MiLLioN More HomEs

If our goal is that our MTA will reach
one million more American Family Homes
from now through June 29, 2009; everyone
has to pitch in. Don't say: “Not, me Lord!"
Just keep reading how this number equation
works.

If each one of you reading this
newsletter - would ask two others in your
group or circle of friends, to take the MTA
picture of grace to 12 new homes (12 is for
being apostolic in number), and also ask
these new families to be apostolic and take
the MTA into 12 new additional homes - we
would be over our goal of having the MTA
visit one million new homes by New Year’s
Day of the great St Paul Year!

3,500 x 3 x 12 x12 = 1,512,000
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Fr. Kentenich and & Paul continued from p 1
teacher and encourages hislisteners to
go beyond theretreat and to pick up the
letters of St Paul and daily read Holy
Scripture.

Someti mes one senses something of
his apparent ardor for St Paul when he
introduces St Paul to the young men of
the congregation asthe “ greatest of the
great,” or when herecommendsthat the
Sisters of Mary study St Paul as the
“man with 1000 hearts.” ...

In St Paul’s letters we meet the
earliest withesses of theresurrection, the
Eucharist and Christian spirituality. In
the letter to the Galatians we find the
oldest written witnessof aChristianwho
knows that Christ loves him. St Paul
cannot have copied that from
somewhere. He uses a new way of
speaking in order to express his new
feeling toward lifeand what has become
the new reality of hislife. “Not I live,
but Christ lives in me.” Gal 2: 20. His
new lifeis"alivinginand with Christ.”

He attempts in ever new ways to
expresswhat isnew and differentin his
life through his encounter with the
Resurrected Christ. The words of the
gospel about discipleship seem not to
suffice for him. He speaks of a “being
in Christ” and of “Christin himself.” A
new certainty has grown within him that
doesn’t allow him to be separated from
theloveof Godin Christ our Lord.” Rom
8:39. ...

Our founder did not just gointo the
school of St Paul and pick up this or
that theme to make it fruitful for his
movement. If you have occupied
yourself with hisrelationship to Paul, it
cannot escape you how some of the
features and intentions of the great
apostle are mirrored in the person and
life of Father Kentenich. Both let
themselves be guided by God's Spirit
and shy away from no daring in their
apostolic undertaking. Both are filled
with mission consciousness that drives
them and completely fills them. In the
course of their lives, they go to great
lengthsfor their mission. Both livetheir
vocation strongly inthe proclamation of
the Word as preachers and authors of
letters.

When Father Kentenich landed in
prison and concentration camp during
the Nazi regime, St Paul’s destiny
became a key to understanding for
himself and hisfollowers. From prison
he keeps contact and truststhat thistime
will becomefruitful for hisfollowersas
Paul did. The letters to the Philippians
which St Paul wrote from prison
suddenly receiveanew, entirely relevant
sound for Father Kentenich and his
disciplesand hel psboth understand the
will of God during this difficult time.
Not without reason did Paul becomethe
alias and pseudonym for the founder in
the Dachau time. It isno coincidence or
randomly chosen namejust to escapethe
vigilance of SS and Gestapo mail
censors. During this time the letters of
Paul receive awhole new meaning and
proximity. Now the school of St Paul is
tangibly present and perceptibly real.

During thistime adeeper and deeper
attachment grows, asit grew around St
Paul. Paul was not only a teacher and
mediator of knowledge for his
communities, but rather engaged like a
father or mother. Paul knows the
difference between numerous teachers
but few fathersin Christ cf 1 Cor 4: 15.

He sees himself asthe father of his
communities. Paul claimsto suffer for
those entrusted to him as a mother
suffers labor pains. (see Gal. 4:19).
Many of those who gathered around our
father and founder suddenly understood
what St Paul wastalking about and how
seriously he meant those words.
Experiencing our own founder and the
similarity of their destiny and mission
will give many people lively access to
the great apostle of 2000 years ago
whose birth we now celebrate.

| would liketo cordially encourage
everyone to accept the Holy Father’'s
invitation to celebrate the Pauline year
together. | am full of joy and hope that
this year will become a great blessing
for the Schoenstatt family and the
worldwide church.With our founder |
invite you this year to go together into
the school of St Paul, the apostle.

PressOffice Schoenstatt
Sster M Kornelia Fischer

From Heaven a Mission
Continues...

Marlene Wilson is seated with the
Pilgrim MTA at a Schoenstatt Retreat
in Los Angeles, in Oct 2005.

¢ Today, onthefeastday of theVisitation,
May 31, 2008, MarleneWilson fromLos
Angeles,CA, went went home to her
maker around 4:10 this afternoon. She
was surrounded by her co-workers and
friends from various ministries. Brigitte
Allen, another Marian woman and a co-
worker prayed with Marlene during her
last night until she was comfortable and
peacefully sleeping. As the Hail Mary
ends: “now and at the hour of our death,
Amen,” they prayed for peace, “that
Marleneistaking Mother’s hand to lead
her peacefully to her Son.”

¢ Gloria McCarthy from Pierre Part,
LA, died suddenly of a massive heart
attack in early July, 08. She was the
mother of three daughterswho all joined
MTA groups after prompting from their
mother. Widowed at an early age, shewas
also the mother of a multi-handicapped
son, who isnow 40 and will be cared for
by hisolder sister. Joan Rodrigue, thearea
coordinator, wrote: “I cannot begintotell
you how much joy Ms. Gloria received
when her daughter suggested | ask her to
jointhe SRC!”

¢ The mother of Petra Villegas from
Rockport, TX, went to her eternal home
on July 2, 2008. She carried the cross of
being sick most of her life, and after a
few days of resting her tired body, she
could take her final breath just short of
her 79" birthday. May she continueto care
for family and friends from eternity.
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John Louis Pozzobon — A Heroic Tabor Child
Talk given by Sister M. Lubia Bonfante, Sept 8, 2004, at the Centennial of his Birth

Introduction

For John Louis Pozzobon, the
encounter with Schoenstatt definitely
influenced hislife, his activity, and the
history of Schoenstatt. The Tabor Shrine
and the Original Shrine became his
home. There he received hismission to
bring the Blessed M other to familiesand
homes, and he discovered thefather and
founder whose little student he wanted
to become.

Inthistalk wewill consider thelife
of John Pozzobon from 1951-1965 when
the Schoenstatt work was being tested
by the Church, the so-called exile time
of thefounder.

We all know that the dispute about
Schoenstatt and the founder, especially
from 1948 on, was not about doctrinal
issues, but about pedagogical matters.
Father Joseph Kentenich was not
understood because hisway of educating
was not compatiblewith the spirituality
of religious thought at that time. There
wasatendency to mechanically separate
nature and supernature, idea and life,
human and divine love. In this context
itisimportant to know that lovedevel ops
in an organism of attachments; that is,
love of God does not exclude being
attached to persons.

Because our nature is not merely
spiritual but also dependent upon the
senses, its impulse to eternity, as our
founder tellsus, isexpressed in the deep
wish to encounter beingswho represent
God. God the Almighty, All Good, and
All Wise fulfills this need in multiple
ways. He sent his only begotten Son in
whom we have the reflection of the
Heavenly Father and in whom the Father
turns his face toward us. He gave us a
multitude of saints. He gave us Mary.
Whoever contemplates her and dedicates
self to her, comes closer to God (Second
Founding Document 67)(1) “Mary isthe
easi est, quickest, and most certain way
to God.” (Pius X1)
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This truth can only be understood
by the one who possesses an “organic
stateof mind,” achildlikesoul,aMarian
heart. Father Kentenichtellsusthat love
of Mary results in organic attachment.
Only the one who is Marian, who
accepts the role of the Blessed Mother
in Christian life, who agreesto the plan
of salvation has the disposition and
capacity for Schoenstatt and the ability
tofully appreciate and accept our father
and founder. Likewise, only those who
possessachildlike and Marian soul can
understand thelife and activity of John
Pozzobon.

In 1949 the difficulties with the
Church came to a head. The Episcopal
Visitation caused our father and
founder to dare the step of May 31. He
was convinced that those who have a
mission must fulfill it even when they
must wander through darknessand into
the deep abyss. He dared to take the
step and placed his confidence in the
help of the Blessed Mather.

Father’sintentioninwriting aletter
of response to the Bishop of Trier was
not to vindicate Schoenstatt. He wanted
to clear the way in the Church for our
pedagogy. (20 August 1949)

Hefelt the burden of themission and
the seriousness of the step he took. In
the shrine of Santa Maria, on August
20, 1949, he crowned the Blessed
Mother as the Queen of Heroic
Childlikeness. He stated:

The only way our family can raise
the flag of victory is the way we have
chosen tonight: to crown the Blessed
Mother as the Queen of Heroic
Childlikeness, as Queen of our
Mariengarten. (2)

And he added:

Wth great fervor and with interior
guaking and trembling, we place the
crown upon her brow. With this act we
express our interior readinessto throw
ourselves into the abyss so that the

entanglement with the Church will be
resolved. Wewant to vigorously educate
ourselves and thus reveal to the public
that our principlesare genuine. (3) We
want to vigorously educate ourselves,
or more precisely, we want to allow the
Blessed Mother to educate us to the
pinnacle of heroic childlikeness. (4)

The Blessed Mother took this
petition of our father and founder very
serioudly. She spared no one. The“little
student” of Father Kentenich, John
Pozzobon, particularly experienced this
educational activity of the Blessed
Mother, which led him step by step to
the summit of Calvary.

Father Kentenich’slast visit in Brazil
On hisway into exile, Father visited
SantaMariafor thelast timein order to
conduct the so-called Brazilian
Tertianship of the Pallottines from
February 14 until March 10, 1952,

When John Pozzobon |earned about
thisvisit, he prepared aspiritual bouquet
andwrotein hisdiary: “ Everything that
| doisin your intention as a reminder
of everything that you have donefor me
and everyone.” (5)

John wrote to Sister M. Norberta:
“1 consider him [Father Kentenich] to
beaholy instrument sent by Mary. What
he wills and what he requests is what
Mary wants.” (6)

On February 24 during the
Brazilian Tertianship of the Pallottines,
Father met with John before a talk to
the Schoenstatt Family. At the end of the
meeting John told Father Kentenich, “I
know a person who puts on his best
clothing when he goes to pray the
rosary. He does this because praying
therosary issuch ajoy for him.” Upon
hearing this, Father said tothetrand ator,
“Pleasedo not repeat thistohim.” Then
Father made a prophetic statement,
“ Thispersonwill becomeasaint.” And
Father added, “ A person can convert



an entire city by praying the rosary.”
(7

On March 10, 1952, Father went
alone by train from Santa Maria to
Santana do Livramento, a city on the
border of Brazil and Uruguay. From
therehetraveled to Argentina, Chile, and
later to Milwaukee, theplaceof hisexile.

The next month John Pozzobon
wrote a letter to Father Kentenich in
which he expressed hischildlike attitude
and his pledgeto Schoenstatt and to the
founder.

Santa Maria, April 19, 1952
Salve M. TA.

\enerable Father Joseph Kentenich,

| hope you are receiving the choicest
blessings from our Three Times
Wonderful Mother and Queen of
Schoenstatt and that your conferences
on the Apostolic Movement are well
received. | try to always accompany
you spiritually because your task is so
difficult. In addition | send my prayers
for a good result for the Schoenstatt
message, which Mary has entrusted to
you and placed into your hands. Father,
I have offered my life for the
development of the work of the
Mother ThriceAdmirableand Queen
of Schoenstatt. If the Heavenly Father
strengthens me, | will do as Simon of
Cyrene and help carry the burden
entrusted toyou.

Mother Thrice Admirable and Queen,
help me to serve the Heavenly Father,
so as to serve like you.

A simple co-worker of the Apostolic
Movement, John L ouis Pozzobon
Thedear Lord accepted hisoffer of
love and took carethat thelittle student
John not only understood the “origin”
of Schoendtatt, thefounder, and the spirit
of Schoenstatt; but that he took his
bearingsfrom themost essential el ement
of our spirituality, heroic childlikeness.
During the time of exile John
Pozzobon suffered greatly with the
founder. He went with him in

faithfulness through all the trials
throughout the many years of struggle
and being misunderstood. He did not
become embarrassed when he spoke
about these matters. Rather he said, “If
one does hot speak about the battles, one
cannot provide evidence of the Blessed
Mother’s power.” (140,000 km. p. 44)

Heknew:

The Rosary Campaign is connected
with many sacrifices, and thismakes me
happy. For that reason | have courage.
| amand always will remain faithful to
everything the Mother Thrice
Admirable of Schoenstatt gave me, and
| petition that she does not forget me.
(January 16, 1952)

In the aforementioned letter, Mr.
Pozzobon stated three points which we
will usefor the outline of thistalk. These
pointsillustrate hisinterior attitude and
themanner by which the Blessed Mother
has educated him.
| alwaystry to go with Father.

For this reason | have offered my life
for the expansion of the work of the
Mother Thrice Admirable and Queen
of Schoenstatt.

If the heavenly Father wishes, | will do
as Smon of Cyrene and help Father to
bear the burden entrusted to him.

Let us consider thefirst point:

1. | alwaystry to go with Father.

Atleast | will try to do so spiritually
because his task is so difficult. This
assertion reminds us of a question that
entered our history after May 31, 1949.
Do you go with me? Our father and
founder never made adecision aone. For
him the covenant of love was aredlity.
Itisareality that involvesthe members
among themselves. Because we are a
family, Father always sought the consent
of his children. He looked for
instrumentsfor the mission, themission
of the Mother of God for the current
time.

On May 31, 1949, our father and
founder said,

In your way, you can help me to
bear the responsibility and sharein the
mission of the family. However, you
need to take into account that thiswork

will wound noble hearts at home and
awaken violent anger. The resulting
responsewill causearain of blowsand
difficult trialsto fall upon us. (...) The
mission of a prophet includes the fate
of a prophet. (II1DF, 19)

In January 1950 before departing
for Rome, Father said good-bye to the
thirteen Brazilian Sisters who were
participating inthe Tertianshipin Brazil.
After making theloyalty ring around the
shrine, Father said, “Now the struggle
begins. Theway of the cross beginsfor
Father. Will you go theway of the cross
with me?’ We sisters responded, “ Yes,
wegowith you.” “Will you go with me
to the third station, the fourth station?’
Again weresponded, “ Yes, we go with
you.” “Will you even go to thethirteenth,
tothelast station?” “ Yes, Father wewill
gotothelast station!”

In the beginning of 1951 Father
Kentenich was in Rome. The visitator
placed two options before the founder.
He had the choice to agree to go into
exile, and then havethe dlight chanceto
return some day to Europe. The other
option was to allow himself to be sent
into exile. With the latter, it was most
likely hewould never return to Europe.

Father Menningen was also in
Rome. He was the only representative
of the family there. Father set this
guestion before him, “Alex, do you go
with me?’ The founder meant by this:
On behalf of thefamily do you approve
the decision | made, and will you accept
the consequencesthisdecisionwill bring
about for me and the Schoenstatt
Family? After a struggle Father
Menningen gave his consent with the
words, “1 gowith you!” Only after that
answer did the founder respond to the
visitator, “1 will not decide to go into
exile. If | am sent, | will go.”

This question was not presented
directly to John Pozzobon, but he
received a letter with the consoling
expression. “Wewalk together.”

We may assume that the Mother of
God was preparing John so that he could
walk with the founder always and share
the weight of his cross. Mr. Pozzobon
was hot a mystic in the usual sense of
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theword, but he often recognized signs,
inspirations, and answers that had a
totally natural explanation.

He commented in regard to thisthat
onApril 21, 1951, he asked the Blessed
Mother how he could best please our
Lord. The answer was: In my interior
depth, |1 saw a cross without a corpus.
(8

John wroteto Sister M. Ursulaand
Sister M. Anselmain Argentina:

During one of the recent nights, the
Blessed Mother showed me a beautiful
crown of flowers. It was charming
with its golden flowers—far more
beautiful than any | have ever seen.
There was also a very beautiful
symbol...ablack crossindicating cross
and sacrifice. It istrueour taskisbound
up with many sacrifices, the treasures
of heaven. | have surrendered my life
and everything | possess to our good
Mother and Queen for the Schoenstatt
work and for the coming into full bloom
of the movement. (9)

In our second point we will show
the way Mr. Pozzobon walked with the
founder and how he shared the struggle
and suffering of the exile.

2. | have offered my life for the
expansion of thework ...

From 1952 until 1965, Father
Kentenich lived in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, USA, separated from the
Schoenstatt Family. Both the founder
and foundation, father and children,
wereseverely tried during thesefourteen
years. The founder was removed from
office and separated from hiswork. He
was not to set foot in Schoenstatt, was
not to speak about Schoenstatt, was not
to communicatewith hischildren... One
decree after the other restricted his
freedom, an endless succession of
injustices. The work was in danger of
losing its right to exist, and the Sisters
family must count on being dissol ved.

Throughout the entire world the
Schoenstatt Family suffered, sacrificed,
prayed, and petitioned the Blessed
Mother to intercede for the miracle of
the founder’sreturn.
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The Schoenstatt Family of Brazil
could, as no other in the entire world,
participatein theway of the crossof the
founder.

During the first two years of exile,
1952 and 1953, reports about
flourishing Schoenstatt Movement
activity are contained in the chronicle.
Therewasstrong life around the shrine,
arapid growth of the movement, and the
extended adoration circle spread
throughout the entire diocese. In those
years, this group was much larger than
today, extending from near the Tabor
Shrinetothe MTA wayside oratoriesin
the different Pallottine parishes. The
number of pilgrims to the shrine grew
month by month.

John Pozzobon took it upon himself
to bring the Blessed M other to the people
and to proclaim the message of the
shrine. With great love he wrote, | give
all my strength so that the PilgrimMTA
will be brought everywhere. At every
place where the traveling MTA shrine
concluded a visit, it was custom to
return to the shrinein order to make a
return visit.” (10)

In October 1953, John wrote to
Father Kentenich and reported about his
group ideal: Noble Guard (Guarde
Nobre) of the Shrine of the Mother
Thrice Admirable and Queen of
Schoenstatt. He also told about the joy
of praying the rosary and taking the
MTA pictureto families. In addition he
told Father about the initiative of the
erecting of the* Schoenstatt corner.” He
did not forget to include what was very
important to him. “May our good
Heavenly Mother actualize the reality
that everyone comesto and learns about
theshrine. | feel called to thework of
the Mother Thrice Admirable and
Queen of Schoenstatt. | open my soul
and offer my own human heart. | want
to do everything that isher will and thus
give the Heavenly Father more joy.”
(11)

Inthefollowing year heinitiated the
Noble Town of Charity (Vila Nobre da
Caridade). Upon thetransfer of thefirst
house to a poor family, he commented,
“ Everything that was built by our

hands, is a work from the shrine of our
Mother and Queen. If it isin the plan
of God, | will continue it as a work of
the shrine.” (12)

His deep attachment to the shrine
and hisawareness of mission throughout
the years assumed severa qualitiesin
order to bind the people to the shrine.
When thenumber of familieswho visited
the shrine reached 1,000, he said, “ We
lead the people to the shrine of our
Mother and Queen asa gift of gratitude
for everything that we have achieved
during thistime.” (13)

Soon John began to feel that he
would have to suffer much to bring the
peopleto the shrine. Already in 1954 the
shadow of the cross could be seen over
Tabor. The echo from the Apostolic
Visitation and the consequent norms
revealed the first after effects upon the
Brazilian Bishops.

OnMarch 3, 1954, wereceived the
alarming report that the shrine in
Londrina/Parana would be closed, the
Blessed Sacrament removed, and it
would be forbidden to celebrate Mass
there or hold any other religious
celebrations. Likewise the movement
wasforbidden. John Pozzobon asatrue
Schoengtatter was drawn into the course
of theseeventsand used theterm “ strong
winds’ to alludeto the difficulties.

When the “ strong winds’ blow, |
cannot believe that the Schoenstatt work
will be destroyed. We should see
everything asa divinework, ascoming
from God. Now is a time of grace. The
“strong winds” cause the greatness
within the heart to resound which
otherwise could be suffocated. If the
“wind” did not howl, much that is
heroic would not be discovered. Itisa
time of battle, a time of holy battle. It
is unfortunate when a heart does not
understand Schoenstatt....”

THE METAPHOR—“STRONG
WINDS’

John Pozzobon petitioned the
Blessed Mother to grant him clarity in
regard to hisattitude of instrumentality,
and he received the inspiration:
Perseverein faithfulnessand loveand



you will achieve everything. Do not
shy away from the cross, because
through sacrificeyou will participate
in much joy. (15)

Some days later he wrote, “ Dear
Mother, if by chancethe* strong winds’
blow and the door to your shrine is
closed, | have only one petition: The
door may not close without my heart
being enclosed withinthe shrine. | want
to always be your faithful son. Bless
me!” (16)

On June 22, 1954, we received a
document from the Bishop of Santa
Maria with norms and prohibitions
applicableto our work inthe movement.
Our originaity wasto be abandoned. We
had solely the permission for work in
the meaning of Catholic Action and the
“mundo Melhor” (Better World).

The term “ shring” was prohibited
and the word “ Schoenstatt” could no
longer be used. The indulgences given
to the shrine were withdrawn. New
oratoriescould not be erected, and song
books and prayers could not be
published.

An ill-willed visitor scratched out
theword“ Schoenstatt” in aphoto album
in the visiting room of the provincial
house.

John wrote about these prohibitions, “In
obedience to our bishop, the group
meetings of the Apostolic Movement are
discontinued...It has been said that we
must discontinue in order to restore
peace. | do not understand this! It was
exactly there that | found peace and
bliss...I” He urged his comrades to
remain steadfast to their program, to
offer everything for capital of graceand
to remain always Noble Guards of the
Shrine. (17)

In responseto aquestion before his
dedication on October 18, 1954, he
responded, “I want to be crucified but
not on a cross. That is crucified rather
through suffering and strife to atone for
sinners and for the flourishing of the
work of our Mother and Queen.” (18)

Heinformed Father Kentenich, who
was in exile, that the men’s branch of
the movement was diminishing. Before

thedifficultiesthere were approximately
onehundred, and now thereareonly five.
John cameto aconclusion, and said, “ It
does not matter that we are so few in
number; what is important is to have
much courage.” He did not know that
the others would also abandon
Schoenstatt. His last comrade, afather
of adiocesan priedt, received amandate,
“Leave this group, give up Schoenstatt
because | want to see you one day in
heaven.” (19)

Mr. Arendes made the following
statement:

John was the only one to remain
faithful. Loyally he stayed true to
everything the group had taken upon
itself: spiritual daily order, written
particular exam, report to the spiritual
director, and submitting a report to the
group leader. Clearly | recall how one
day Mr. Pozzobon sought me out and
said tome: Mr. Germano, Mr. Lourenco
has returned from Germany. Now he
should assume the leadership of my
group. | want to continue, so that | can
bear the group’s banner until the end.

For the fifth anniversary of the
Rosary Campaign, the Blessed Mother
received a crown with five precious
stones. Mr. Pozzobon was overjoyed
that 1,000 students came to the shrine.
At the peak of hisenthusiasm hewrote,
“| prefer todierather thantorelinquish
my work for the Mother Thrice
Admirable and Queen of Schoenstatt.”
(20)

In aletter to the founder John gave
an account of hiswork,

Throughout the entire year | have
tried to do the utmost. The winds
blustered and roared as if everything
would come to an end; both good and
evil peaked again and again. Thiswas
the year in which | made the most
important statement of my life. | offer
my life for the Mother Thrice
Admirable and for the salvation of
souls. (21)

In 1956, the struggle concerning the
essential sof Schoenstatt and faithfulness
reached its peak. The work was in
danger of being dissolved. The Diocese
of Santa Maria received an auxiliary

bishop and because of this, the exile
cross became heavier. (22)

Every activity in the meaning of
Schoenstatt was forbidden.

The Sisters could not give talks or any
courses. Only religion classes in
parishes could be given.

No longer could there be pilgrimages.
The movement’s magazine “ Sounds of
Home” was discontinued.

The newsletter of the adoration circle
with a circulation of 6,000 could no
longer be printed, and all public hours
of adoration were stopped.

At the end of the year, Perpetual
Adoration (which had taken placeinthe
shrinesinceitsdedication in 1948) was
transferred to the cathedral. The shrine
remained open, but on January 31, 1957,
the Blessed Sacrament was removed
fromtheshrinein SantaMaria That was
the hardest blow! The devil had managed
to extinguish the eternal light in two
Brazilian shrines. (23)

In Santa Maria we could literally
participate in the unity of fate with our
father and founder. Becausethe decrees
sent by the bishop to us were
disseminated to al the parishesand were
hung in the churches, there was an
atmosphere of mistrust against the
movement and the Sistersof Mary. This
extended into defamation against the
Sistersand the Schoenstatt work, which
included the various Schoenstatt Rosary
Campaign groups.

John Pozzobon, who had offered his
life for the development of the work of
the Mother ThriceAdmirableand Queen
of Schoenstatt, had to withstand many
battles and tests. The devil sought to
make him have doubts and to abandon
the mission he had supported. He was
serioudly defamed by awomanin away
that his moral integrity came into
guestion. He wrote, “As | was led
through aninjusticeto justice, | suffered
terribly because | feared that the
campaign would be disgraced because
of this. But our Mother and Queen
vindicated me.” (24)

When the pastor of Nossa Senhora
das Dores (Our Lady of Sorrows)
received a letter, (25) containing the
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order concerning the public Nossa
Senhora das Dores veneration of the
picture of the Mother of God under the
title “Mother Thrice Admirable” and
stating it should be removed from the
parish church aswell asfromthe shrine,
rumors immediately spread that the
movement was heretical and the MTA
picture was condemned. Things even
went so far that someone asserted that
it was a“Communistic picture,” and it
would be “ better to sleep than to pray
the rosary with this man before this
picture.” (26)

John often had to defend theimage
of our Mother Thrice Admirable and
Queen of Schoenstatt! For example a
pastor requested the policeto give him
an order that he wanted to speak with
John about exchanging the image with
another one. Pozzobon came to the
pastor who asked him, “Will you not
exchangethepicture?’ John answered,
“No, | made my dedication before this
picture.”

Another time the bishop attempted
to convince Pozzobon that he should
exchangethe picture, and hisExcellency
explained far and widethe varioustitles
of the Blessed Mother. After listening
for a long time, Pozzobon asked the
Bishop to listen to him. John said:

| believe that there are more than
70titles...I venerate dl of them, petition
for their protection, but | experience
nothing special. When | pray beforethe
picture of the M other ThriceAdmirable
and Queen | experiencemysdlf inalarge
room, aspacewithout boundaries. What
doesthat mean?

“The priest wants you to exchange
the picture,” the bishop told him.
“Ultimately itisconcerned with thesame
Mother of God.”

“If itisthe same,” responded John,
“why should a person exchange? |
petition you for the permission to
continuewith the sameimage.” But the
bishop obstinately continued, “| giveyou
permission to continue, but with another
picture.”

At that moment John Pozzobon did
not know what to do. He showed the
bishop the cross he had received from
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the hand of Bishop Antonio Reis when
he had renewed his dedication on the
level of blank check. The cross had the
inscription: faithfulnessfor faithfulness
until death.

“Oh, that isnice,” said the bishop.

“Your Excellency, must | now
removethisinscription? Intheshrine, |
have offered my heart for this Mother
of God. Before this picture | have
promised faithfulness until death and
thereforethis statement wasengraved on
the cross, and | received it for my
dedication.”

Now the Bishop no longer knew
what to do or say. John Pozzobon
continued, “If | could exchange my
heart, then | could also exchange this
image since my heart is consecrated to
thistitle.”

“The heart cannot be exchanged,”
remarked the bishop.

“Itisabsolutely certain that you do
not want me to negate my motto sincel
have sworn faithfulnessfor faithfulness.
What shall | do?’

“Fine, Mr. Pozzobon! You may continue
asyou have been doing.” (28)

With his profound simplicity John
Pozzobon persuaded the bishop to
retract the prohibition, because he was
faithful and childlike.

In 1968, Mr. Arendes had the
opportunity to tell al these factsto our
father and founder. Father was very
impressed, wanted to hear each and
every detail, and could not understand
that things devel oped to such an extreme.

John remained true to the decision
of the bishop, informed him about
everything, but wasalso very braveand
creative. Everything in the Rosary
Campaign that developed in regard to
symbols and new ideas were added,
since the Blessed Mother gave them to
enable John to advance his apostol ate.

When the adults who were
influenced by a priest withdrew from
praying the rosary, John brought the
children together and went with them
from house to house. They formed a
small procession and with flowers in
their handsthey moved along singing.

On the occasions of his school
visitations where he would remain
overnight, he always talked to the
people. For example: he invited the
families to a “Spring Rosary
Recitation.” He asked for the blessing
on their work, the fields, the planting,
and above all, that the dear Lord would
preserve them from pestilence and
illness. (29)

John Pozzobon expanded the
Rosary Campaign beyond the city and
diocese of SantaMaria. With open ears
and an open heart to the signs of God,
he dedi cated hisapostolic heart moreand
more for the needs of the holy Church.
He prayed and sacrificed for the bishop,
for theleaders of the movement, and was
particularly attentive to the clerics. He
knew that the future of the family was
influenced by the priests’ retreat. If the
priestsare holy, the family will be holy.
(30) At the time of the Council he paid
great attention to everything with much
interest, he prayed for the people, for a
good development of the Council, and
heinformed the peopl e about what took
place.

Despite the tireless work with the
Rosary Campaign, John was very
interested in everything that happened
on the national and international level.
Hewroteto ecclesiastical dignitaries, to
politicians, to Monsignor Wissing, who
was the Moderator of the Schoenstatt
Work, to friends and members of the
Schoenstatt Family. Thereason for such
avast correspondence can be deduced
from a letter written to the Bishop of
Santa Maria.

It seems that | am responsible for
the entire world. | am aware that | am
writing about things for which | amnot
responsible. If the pencil seemstowrite
with complete conviction, it is not |
doing so. It is the most Holy Mother,
who is using a simple instrument, a
small pioneer who hears and obeysthe
voice of the Mother. (31)

Mr. Pozzobon was very tactful and
possessed agreat sensitivity. He became
enthusiastic about great ideas, but he
also experienced the painful happenings
very deeply. He had aneed to proclaim



the marvelous deeds of the Blessed
Mother everywhere hewent. Healways
sent a report (32) about his apostalic
activity to his“superiors,” that isto the
bishop and the responsible person for
the movement.

Thewindsawaysblew stronger and
very often he sought out Anita Trevisan
and Lucia Rensi whom he called the
Favorites or Little Marys. He wrote
them many letters, told about hiswork,
or made brief comments, which served
asstimulationsfor faithfulness.

(Weareindebtedto AnitaTrevisan,
amember of the Women's Federation,
for her statements. Some excerptswere
read from some of Anita Trevisan's
letters.)

For the 50" priestly jubilee of our father
and founder Mr. Pozzobon wroteasmall
reflection about faithfulness. “Happy
Jubilee, Father. | wish you many graces
for thisday; | offer eternal gratitude to
our Schoenstatt Mother and Queen that
| may participate in the great grace of
her faithfulness.” A littlelater he added,
“Wewant to befaithful signsof thegreat
work of the Blessed Mother which was
entrusted to Father Kentenich.” (33)

In the following year he wrote on
the same date of July 8: “Greetings
Mother ThriceAdmirable and Queen of
Schoenstatt, greetings Father Kentenich,
faithful instrument, greetings family,
greetings shrinewheremiraclesof grace
are given and worked, greetings banner
to which | have pledged faithfulness.”
(34)

With thiswe cometo thethird point
in the letter John Pozzobon wrote to
Father Kentenichin 1952.

3.1 will doas Simon of Cyrene: |
will help bear theburden of the cross
that hasbeen entrusted to you.

What burden did John Pozzobon
help Father Kentenich to carry?Without
a doubt we may speak of the cross of
mission that led him into exile for a
prophet’s mission always includes a

prophet’s fate. (Talk of May 31, 1949
#19)

Although we have spoken much
about the cross of the exiletime, wewill
concentrate on two aspects of hislove
and hisheroic suffering. But first wewill
refer to apreviouslittle occurrence.

Image of the heart with ablack cross

Mr. Arendes, a Brother of Mary,
who was a confidant of John for many
years, relatesthe following: On adark
and rainy night in 1962, a weary John
Pozzobon returned home. Protected by
anumbrella, hedecidedto sit onthe curb
of the street. It was pouring. He looked
serenely at the rain. Suddenly he saw
the Blessed Mother approaching. She
took hisheart and squeezed it so tightly
that he had difficulty breathing. Then she
opened her hand, and he saw aheart with
a black cross on it. John said, “The
Blessed Mother squeezed my heart to
form me into a black cross similar to
Joseph Engling.” From thismoment on
he valued cross and suffering and
included it in his campaign. “When |
under stood thevalue of thecrossand
suffering, | becamethehappiest man
intheworld.” (35)

A double hernia caused him much
physical suffering. The pain caused his
strength to drain. Often John wrote that
he had to lie on the hard floor, in the
grass, or on the wet ground for a few
minutes in order to regain strength to
continue on. Such incidents occurred
during the day and often also late at
night. When heregained his strength, he
went on his way out of love for the
Blessed Mother, Schoenstatt’smission,
and the founder who wasin exile. This
was not thetimeto givein to weariness.
Rather, it was the time to assume his
responsibility. (36)

Mr. Arendes further reported that
John wore aspecial supporting belt that
was very uncomfortable. He did not
want to have an operation because he
wished to offer this suffering as a
contribution to the capital of grace for

the liberation of the founder. In 1965,
when Father Kentenich returned and
everyone advised John to have the
operation because his promise had been
fulfilled, John responded: “ The hour for
the operation hasnot come. Now | offer
all the sacrifices for the liberation of
the shrine in Santa Maria.” To this
statement he added, “The Blessed
Mother has not given me a sign.” He
waited until 1973 for the operation. (37)

Pozzobon believed in thevictory of
the Blessed Mother, and he worked
ceaselessly day and night! Bearing the
Pilgrim MTA on his back he traveled
under scorching sun or through
streaming rain, walking on dusty streets
or muddy paths, over mountains and
through valleys, hungry and thirsty,
occasionally running in order to arrive
punctually at the next engagement. All
of thiswas endured under the weight of
18 kilograms [22 pounds]. The burden
of the mission, however, was much
heavier as he told the bishop, “The
Pilgrim MTA is as heavy as the beams
of the cross.”

He could hardly understand that the
chalice of suffering was not full. The
Blessed Mother wanted to detach him
totally and to educate him to be small
so that he would become a useful
instrument for the great Schoenstatt
mission. John Pozzobon should now
experiencebeing misunder stood by the
Schoenstatt Family. For him this was
the most severe trial. As someone told
him, “What you are doing is not
Schoenstatt!” Hesuffered terribly, shed
tears copiously, and spent many
deeplessnights.

John prayed, he spoketo the Blessed
Mother, and he asked: If this is not
Schoenstatt, then what isSchoenstatt?

He wrote to our father in 1966:

She educated my soul with
strengthening struggles in the most
difficult situation; these were the
greatest graces for my soul and
enriched me with supernatural graces.
I must acknowledgethat | amnot worthy
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to do what is holy, but my dear Mother
takes me as | am. Consoled and filled
with interior longing, which breaks
forth in the depth of my heart as |
ponder the marvelous task, | place
myself at her disposal with thesewords:
Mother, | want to help to proclaimyour
kingdom to others. (38)

Mr. Pozzobon desired to be always
faithful. He never pursued an initiative
without asking those in charge of the
movement if this or that was according
tothe spirit of thefounder. If the matter
was affirmed, he pursued it. In cases of
doubt, he let the matter rest.

What lay behind the accusation:
What you are doing, is not
Schoenstatt? Perhaps the statement
was made because his method of
working was unusual in Schoenstatt, or
it wastoo simple.... It could be that at
thetime of thegreat strugglenot all those
with whom he came in contact agreed
with theideas of thefounder. Or perhaps
in the midst of the great disunity and
discussion it was hecessary to adhereto
what was familiar so as to preserve in
the Schoenstatt Family what was
customary and thereby guarantee
faithfulness. On the other hand, it could
be that his Schoenstatt apostolate
seemed to be somewhat vague.

Ultimately, we can discover the
answer in what he wrote to Father
Kentenich:

In the darkness of battle there was
also the brightness of joy. We may not
proclaim everything, but we can give
all. | set forth great effort to at least
preserveonesmall bit of the Schoenstatt
vision. If one cannot proclaim the
doctrine, one can at least loveit. (39)

If one cannot proclaim the doctrine,
one can at least love it, is exactly the
point. Schoenstatt is not primarily a
movement of ideas but a movement of
grace and amovement of life. Hisentire
activity came forth from a genuine
organic attitude. If we Schoenstatters
were all deeply convinced of our
mission, if we set our striving for the
highest, as John Pozzobon did, wewould
be as numerous as the sands on the
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seashore. Schoenstatt would have
fulfilled its mission for the Church.

What did John do during al the years?
He did one thing. He entrusted himself
to the Blessed Mother according to the
meaning of his dedication. He wanted
to fulfill her wishes. Again and again
he offered to be a co-worker, to suffer,
to sacrifice, to pray. (40) The greater
the struggle became, the moreviolently
the winds blew, and the more he
deepened his surrender: Blank Check,
Inscriptio, and Joseph Engling
Dedication. Hisbasic attitude was. the
glorification of God, joy for the other,
and sorrow for myself. (41)

He only wished to be a small
instrument for thefulfillment of the great
Schoenstatt mission. The Blessed
Mother accepted his offer and request.
In the truest meaning of the word, he
hel ped the Marian Schoenstatt mission
to advance in a new, original, and
exemplary form. Through the Rosary
Campaign the Blessed Mother has an
entranceto al families, to dl places. She
heralds the dawn of salvation in the
Church!

Itistruethat wecan seeintheRosary
Campaign and in the life of John
Pozzobon the actualization of the
mission of May 31, 1949.

Thisstatement isworthy of intensive
study and will also becomeastimulation
for all who areinterested.

In the much quoted talk of May 31%
our father said:

We observe that the West advances
toward ruin, and we believe that from
here we are called for the work of
salvation, to bethe guarantee, to do the
work of reconstruction and expansion.
We believe that as instruments we
should offer to bring a countercurrent
in the various countries where we also
wererichly blessed. (23)

The pastoral method of the Pilgrim
M other, which was given to usthrough
John Pozzobon, is a persuasive
indication of organic thinking, living,

and loving that the Blessed Mother has
givenusin order to proclaim Schoenstatt
to the entireworld.

All of us who work in the Rosary
Campaign, according to the exampl e of
John Pozzobon, are associated with our
father and the Mother ThriceAdmirable
and Queen of Schoenstatt. We need to
begintheway of organicthinking, living,
and loving so asto victoriously lead the
Church to the new shore.

The one who was the little student
of Father Kentenich became for us the
master of life, the master in pastoral
care, and amodel of heroic childlikeness.
His life and the life of our father and
founder demonstrate that lived heroic
childlikenessisthe oneand only way to
victoriously conquer al diabolic powers
and victoriously lead our family and the
Church to the new shore.

May we[inthisSt Paul jubileeyear]
receive the same graces as John
Pozzobon:

&to alwayswalk with our founder even
when the way includes a prophet’s
mission and a prophet’s fate. (42)

&xo offer our livesfor the expansion of
the work of our Mother Thrice
Admirable and Queen of Schoenstatt,
evenifitisnecessary that our livesand
our powers of love are entombed in the
foundation of the shrine. We want to be
pillars of support for the work.

©to be co-workers in bearing the
burden of the founder’s mission. That
means in the attitude of heroic
childlikeness to draw the triumphal
chariot of the Blessed Mother through
the entire world.

In the meaning of all that has been
stated above we pray:

Blessed Mother, thisisamatter of your
mission, your task.

Glorify yourself!

Glorify yourself in us and through us!
Glorify yourself throughout the entire
earth! Amen.

Trandated by Sster M. Barbara Ebbe,
Soring 2006; Read by Sster M Jessica
Swedzinski at the 16" National
Convention of the Schoenstatt Rosary
Campaign, June 20, 2008, Waukesha,
WI.
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Every October the hearts of
Schoenstatt members turn to our
Blessed Mother’s month of the
rosary and our covenant of love
made in the Original Shrine on
October 18, 1914. These 31
meditationswant to help deepen our
awareness as “ living shrine.” The
term came up in Milwaukee in
preparation for ahome shrine. Each
family member chooses a symbol
from the shrine as their part of a
“living shrine” intheir family home
shrine.

October 1st

MTA

Our Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen,
and Victress of Schoenstatt, is the
heavenly instigator of Schoenstatt. She
issimply the magnet that draws people
to herself (tolead them likeawhirlpool
into the heart of God). She desiresthat
Schoenstatt, as a chosen instrument in
her hands, will renew our society and
world. As Schoenstatt was founded on
October 18, 1914, Father Kentenich and
the founding generation offered their
striving for sanctity and asked Mary to
come to dwell in their chapel,
transforming it into a place of
pilgrimage and their “cradle of
sanctity.” p 46, 200 Questions, Father
Jonathan Niehaus

The sodalists seem to have alove
for Mary as the Immaculate
Conception, but God had other plans.
Her picture was painted in 1898 by
Luigi CrosioinTurin, Italy. Itoriginally
borethe name“ Refugium peccatorum,”
Refuge of Sinners, and found its way
into the shrinein April of 1915 viathe
generosity of Father Hugglewho saw it
in Freiburg. p 112, New Vision and Life,
Father Jonathan Niehaus

PRAYER

Dearest Mother, let me be like you in
everything | do today. Amen.
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October 2nd

PRESENCE OF THE
FOUNDER

Who answered the divine initiative of
our MTA in atimely manner?

Father Joseph Kentenich

Hewas ordained aPallottine Priest
on July 10, 1910, founding the
Schoenstatt Movement four short years
later asthe hell of the First World War
broke out around him. Later he would
suffer over threeand ahalf yearsunder
theNazi dictatorship; and then be asked
to endure a 14 year exile by the
leadership of the Church.

Father Kentenich simply staked
everything he had and all that he could
becomeintheBlessed Virgin Mary. He
told his German parishioners in
Milwaukeethat Mary wasmorereal to
him than the chairs they were sitting
on. Oneof hissecretariesdescribed him
with these qudities: totdly father, love-
filled and transparent, peaceful and
radiant, prayerful and compassionate.

PRAYER

Mother, allow meto grow closer to the
person of our founder. Let mestudy his
writings, pray his prayers, and learn
from his actions and reactions, so that
Divine Providence will direct my life
also. Threetimestoday | will pray the
prayer Father Kentenich wrote in his
youth.:

Hail Mary, for the sake of your purity
keep me pure in body and soul.

Open wide to meyour heart

and the heart of your Son.

Implorefor me deep self-knowledge
and the graceto persevere

and remain faithful until death.
Givemesouls;

Keep all elsefor yourself. Amen.

October 3rd

WALLS OF SHRINE

Today we strive for the walls of our
living shrine.

A wall encloses, protects, comforts.
These walls were built in the 14™
century, a good mile from the Rhine
River, about an hour’s drive from
Cologne, Germany. They are two feet
thick walls of brick, built to ward off
cannon balls. Heavy destruction came
in 1636 during the Thirty Years War
and again in 1812 by the French. Each
time the walls were lovingly rebuilt.
When the Pall ottine Fathers purchased
the property and shrinein 1901, it was
used for the first decade as a chapel.
How many saints havewalked in these
walls, prayed, and changed their lives
to blendin perfect conformity to God's
holy will?©

Could we liken agood conscience
to agood wall? Our consciences need
to bewell built. They need to be solid,
firm, strong, towering against
opposition of all sorts. Schoenstatt tries
to lay out the blueprints for each
individual to form their conscience
according to God’'s laws, Holy
Scripture, and the teaching of the
Catholic Church. Self-education isnot
easy, but consciences need to beformed
from little on up. We are life-long
learners and conscience builders.

Think about thisasthe day unfolds.

PRAYER

Mother, let the walls of my heart take
in al | meet today. Let me share your
warmth of heart with them. Let me not
judge people, but provide warmth and
lovefor them.



October 4th

THE ROOEF

Mary’s shrine needs a sealed roof so
noneof her children haveto suffer from
theelements.

Theroof of theoriginal shrinewasmade
of date, had a chimney and was a bit
challenging dueto its steep pitch.

When driving down theroad, how many
timesdon’t our eyesturnto seethe spire
of achurch?Whenever | go back to MN
to spend acoupleweekson my parents
farm, | enjoy seeing the soaring twin
spires of St Marys in Sleepy Eye, or
the solo spire from Holy Redeemer in
Marshall. Spires are not as tall as our
grain elevatorsin the rural towns, but
they evoke a spiritual peace and,
hopefully, a prayer or two also.

The roof of the shrine is a definite
Schoenstatt hallmark. May it help to
bring many, many new people to visit
and make a pilgrimage to one of our
soon to be NINE USA Schoenstatt
Shrines!

There is an old Irish custom, that
whenever you visit and greet Jesusin a
tabernacleyou have never seen before,
you are able to make three special
wishes. The shrine roof has a special
mission to protect Jesus present in the
Blessed Sacrament, to ward off any
westher el ementsfrom praying pilgrims,
and al so to beckon and invite peopleto
take a minute and stop by to visit the
Lord of the Universe.

PRAYER

Mother, help that | |ead others upwards,
heavenwardsas| strivewith theroof of
my living shrinetoday. My offering will
beto |ead othersupwardsin the clothes
| wear, in the modesty of dress.

October 5th

THE DOOR

The door of our living shrine goesin
today.

January 20" isthe axis, or likethe door
hinge, of the Schoenstatt Movement. To
learn more about this read p 28-31, A
Movement in Chains, Jonathan
Niehaus.

Thedoor of my heart goeswith meinto
my everyday world, but do | have the
hinges oiled — do | use my door quick
enough to close out bad words or jokes,
bitter or jealous feelings, controlled
substances or pornography?

Anything that enters my living shrine
through my five senses is with me
forever. So those sneak peaks, cutting
gossip, or extra chocolates work into
my memory, imagination, and fantasy.

In Schoenstatt, our living shrine is a
great help in our long quest to realize
Father Kentenich’s new vision of a
“firm, free, priestly personality.” We
want to make time (yes, today, that
might mean, cutting out thingsfrom our
calendar!) to work with our personal
ideal, with our predominant passion,
our particular point of self-education,
and our nightly check of the spiritual
daily order chart.

PRAYER

Mother, help me to open and close the
door of my senses. Asyour child, take
motherly carethat my door isonly open
to all that is good and healthy. Today
let me practice moderationin“my one
bad vice of "1

October 6th

THE FLOOR

Thefloor of our living shrine receives
itsfinishing touchestoday.

Wemay think of concrete, wood, carpet,
linoleum, welcome mats—afloor brings
warmth to the whole room. The shrine
floor boasts of two stepsinit—leading
us to the communion rail and altar of
God —climb higher.

Floors need cleaning. Look down in
your room, your office, your houseand
if the floor is dirty — everything will
seemdirty. (Andviceversaif it'sclean
there will be a clean and spotless
atmosphere.) Let's go straight to the
matter: when wasyour last confession?

What is the condition of your soul’'s
floor? Meditate today on sin, heaven
and hell, and where you need to make
more outright hard sacrifices to grow
in© holiness.

PrRAYER

Dear Mother, go with meto the healing
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Help me
make up my mind today, October 6th,
to go once amonth to confession so my
soul’s floor will be clean and more
apostolic!
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October 7th

ROSARY

Today the Church celebrates the Feast
of theMost Holy Rosary. A living shrine
needs the rosary, as well as favorite
prayer books and song books.

ThisMarian celebration hasitsori-
gin in the victory of Lepanto in 1571.
The combined Christian fleet defeated
the Turks, thus preventing their occu-
pation of Europe. Thisfavor was attrib-
uted by Pope PiusV to therecitation of
the Holy Rosary.

The rosary is very pleasing to our
Mother in heaven; she recommends it
herself. There are two elements of the
rosary: meditation on its mysteries and
vocal prayer. Therosary surely reaches
the motherly heart of Mary and moves
her to obtain abundant graces for us.

The popes, too, greatly recommend
the rosary: “Do not fail to put repeated
emphasison therecitation of therosary.
... Your rosary is like aladder that you
climb step by step, drawing you close
to our Lady, which meansfinding Christ.
Itisadevotion whichleadsusto Christ
through Mary.” Paul VI, Marialis Cultus

“The Church has always attributed
particular efficacy to this prayer,
entrusting to the rosary, to its choral
recitation and to its constant practice,
the most difficult problems. At times
when Christianity itself seemed under
threat, its deliverance was attributed to
the power of this prayer, and Our Lady
of the Rosary was acclaimed asthe one
whose intercession brought salvation.”
John Paul |1, Rosarium Virginis Mariae, 39;
p 1940, Daily Roman Missal, 2004

PRAYER

Mother, today |et me pray therosary with
someone. Send me someoneand help me
to say daily at least a decade from now
until eternity begins...
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October 8th

ALTAR

Today our living shrine receivesthe al-
tar. What ajoy and gift thisaltar is; fash-
ioned and wrought from oak, carved and
polished with pillarsand motifs of wheat
and grapes. Upon this altar will tran-
spire the greatest on-going Sacrifice of
Love in Salvation History: Thisis my
body — Thisis my blood.

“In every Mass, Christ offers
himself on the altar as a sacrificeto the
Father. We want to offer our heart to him
asasacrificial altar sothat hecanrelive
in us his sacrifice of redemption.

Atthealtar of my heart, Holy Mass
isnot only celebrated once aday, but its
sacrificeisextended into the entire day.
Can you surmise what this might
signify?What sacrifices doesthe Father
demand of us during the day? Whoever
has experienced family life knows quite
well that we do not need first to pray for
opportunities to make sacrifices. The
path of lifeisrichly covered with thorns
and thistles. Cross and suffering,
however, are specid giftsof the Father’s
love.

St Paul expresses our attitude
towards cross and suffering, especially
in afamily, very well: ‘the one carries
the burden of the other.” Please ask
yourselves once: Which burden doesmy
husband carry? And what should | do
about it? Should | add twelve more to
the ones he has? No, | should carry the
burden of the other. | should share this
burden with him. You may recall the
expression: ‘A shared suffering isonly
half the suffering, and ashared joy isa

double joy.”” JK p 12, Meditations on the
Schoenstatt Shrine

PRAYER

Mother, clear any obstaclessothat | can
attend holy Mass on aweekday. Let me
make the extra sacrifice gladly.

October 9th

TABERNACLE

Today the tabernacle and the most pre-
cious body, blood, soul, and divinity of
my Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ,
comes spiritually into my living shrine.

My heart wantsto burst with joy. If
only | could be at Benediction. May all
the angels and saints, especialy in our
Schoenstatt corner of heaven, comeand
adore with me.

Mother, let me grow in my
appreciation and adoration of the
Blessed Eucharist. Do you want me to
commit to aweekly hour of adoration?
Help me to spontaneously and in a
childlike manner ask for a spiritual
communion, whenever | fedl impelledto
do so.

The inner plates of the tabernacle
doors in the shrine show the
annunciation and the golden outer plates
show the crossgrowing out of alily with
the words of the Eucharistic Prayer:
Nobis datus — nobis natus ex intacta
virgine (Given to us, born to us of the
Immaculate Virgin).

PRAYER
Mother, teach me how to make a good
spiritual communion today.



October 10th

SANCTUARY LIGHT

In our Original Shrine the sanctuary
light is called the Ver Sacrum Patris
Light, asthiswastheideal of the sec-
ond founding generation of young men.
During New Year’s Night of 1940/41
they put up the santuary lamp asasym-
bol of their total dedicationtothe MTA.

“The sanctuary light, with its
everlasting, uninterrupted flame, also
lights the way to eternity. Modern life
seems so far removed from eternity. We
are al in danger that the world around
us entices us with its beauty. We can
hardly look anymore through the
created temporary thingsinto eternity.
Theburning flame of the sanctuary light
reminds usthat we need aspecial light
to makethingstransparent. What isthis
light?Itisthelight of simple, practical
belief in Divine Providence. Everything
in life should be seen in this light, the
light of Divine Providence.

Our Lady must enkindle thislight
anew in our soulsand let it shineforth
continuoudly. Only inthelight of Divine
Providence can we perceive God behind
everything. When we experience good
luck, whom do we see behind it? When
we suffer misfortune, whom do we see?
Our Lady must turn on the light for us
sowewill again be ableto discover the
Father-God in every moment of life. He
holds everything in his hand.

With the sanctuary light burning
within uswewill perceivethingswhich
others cannot observe. Everything
around us will become for us a
testimony of God'sfatherly wisdom and
love. We will not only see himin and
behind everything, but wewill alsolearn
theart of speaking and listening to him.
Thus, every instant inlife could become
alittle prayer.” JK, p 18, Shrine Meditations

PRAYER

Mother, let me be a light for others.
Today | will not complain. Instead | will
try to see the Father’s love behind all
inconveniences.

October 11th

CRUCIFIX and
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Why arethe Crossand the Crucified One
the doorway to eternal life?

Becausein him - Christ crucified -
ismanifested to thefull thelove of God
for theworld, for man.

In the same conversation with
Nicodemus Christ says: “ God loved the
world so much that he gave hisonly Son,
so that everyone who believes in him
may not be lost but may have eternal
life. For God sent his Soninto theworld,
not to condemn the world, but so that
through him the world might be saved”
Jo 3:16-17.

Thesalvificlifting up of the Son of
God on the Cross has its eternal source
in love. This is the love of the Father
that sends the Son; he gives his Son for
the salvation of the world. And at the
sametimeit isthe love of the Son who
does not “judge” the world, but gives
himself for the love of the Father and
for the salvation of the world. Giving
himself to the Father through the
Sacrifice of the Cross, he gives himself
at the same time to the world: to each
person and to the whol e of humanity.

The Cross contains in itself the
mystery of salvation, because, in the
Cross, Love is lifted up. This is the
lifting up of Love to the supreme point
in the history of theworld: in the Cross
Loveislifted up and the Crossis at the
same time lifted up through Love. And
fromthe height of the Cross, love comes
downtous. Yes: “The Crossisthe most
profound condescension of God to man
... The Crossislike atouch of eterna
love upon the most painful wounds of

man’'s existence.” Pope John Paul I, 14
September 1984 ©Libreria Editrice Vaticana

PRAYER

| adoreyou, O Christ, and | praise you,
because by your Cross you have re-
deemed the world. Today let me offer
the Stations of the Crossfor all who are
weighed down by their crossesinlife.

October 12th

ANTEPENDIUMS

Inour living shrinethereisadecorative
front of the altar cloth called the
antependium. These narrow threeyard
long banners may have sayings or
designs, patterns or motifs. Try to
doodle onefor yourself.

Thesaying:
NOTHING WITHOUT You, MTA,
NOTHING WITHOUT US

is often found on antependiumsin the
shrine around the 18th of each month.
This tradition goes back to 1933, and
isan expression of the covenant of love.
The “nothing without you” indicates
Schoenstatt’s dependence on the
presence and activity of Mary in the
shrine. The “nothing without us”
indicates the necessity of our
cooperation and striving so that the
terms by which Mary was persuaded
to cometo dwell in Schoenstatt are met.
The saying “Nothing without you,
MTA, nothing without us’ becomes a

summary of Schoenstatt’s spirituality.
p 51, 200 Questions, Father Jonthan Niehaus

PRAYER

Mother, help usto put my covenant law
into practice today: Nothing without
you, MTA, nothing without us. Let me
bring three specia contributionsto your
capital of grace.
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October 13th

COMMUNION RAIL

Aswewant towork for the communion
rail in our living shrine, the words of
reverence and sanctuary cometo mind.
Traditionally each church had a com-
munion rail to designate the sanctuary
or high altar area from the body of the
church. People went and knelt at the
communion rail to receive Jesus.
Reverence for our God is a virtue.
Father Kentenich taught that reverence
keepslovein the correct balance: inner
fervor and awesome fear, nearness and
distance, are mutually dependent. Rev-
erencekeepseverything in proper order;
no community can exist without it. Rev-
erence respects God's mystery in the
other person and in one's own soul.
Whenever | want, | can makeaspiri-
tual pilgrimage and kneel at the com-
munion rail. Therein my living shrine,
my heart and lips want to praise God.
Our God whoistruly an awesome God.

O Lord, our Lord,

how gloriousis your name over all the
earth! You have exalted your majesty
abovetheheavens.

Out of the mouths of babes and suck-
lingsyou havefashioned prai se because
of your foes, to silence the hostile and
thevengeful.

When | behold your heavens, the work
of your fingers, the moon and the stars
which you set in place —

What is man that you should be mind-
ful of him, or the son of man that you
should carefor him?

You have made him little less than the
angels, and crowned himwith glory and
honor. You have given him rule over the
works of your hands, putting all things
under hisfeet. Psaim8

PRrAYER

Mother, help meto foster reverence
for al aspects of creation, and to be
grateful to God, my loving Father.
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October 14th

PEWS

If you have ever moved, one of thefirst
itemsyou begintolook for asyou move
in,isachair. It comesto methat one of
the first items we should look for in a
church isthe pew, in order to kneel in
worship to God. Prayer is our lifeline
to God. Nothing can replace it. No
amount of apostolic work can outshine
or replaceit in our souls.

Most pews are made of wood.
Wood isasubstancethat isliving. Wood
remindsusof the crossof Christ, which
is the instrument of redemption, our
eternal life.

Sometimeswe hear of sermonsthat
speak about pew rent (meaning a
monthly pledge of support to the par-
ish). Other times we read jokes about
people needing to sit in a specific pew
each Sunday, and of those who have
spider webs thick and heavy on their
pews, being adead give away that they
don’t come to regular Sunday Mass.

What does our personal pew situa-
tion look like?

How can | better support my par-
ishwith my time, talents, and treasures?

PRrAYER

Mother, | want to be like a sturdy pew
in my parish church with my striving
this month to be aliving shrine. Come
and livein me — help me to pray an
extraprayer for someoneinneedin my
parish.

October 15th

FATHER EYE SYMBOL

The triangle shape of the Father Eye
Symbol points toward the Blessed Trin-
ity. In Schoenstatt asit hangs at the high-
est point abovethealtar in our shrines, it
is a symbol of God the Father and all
those who sharein hisauthority here on
earth. It can aso remind us of God's
merciful father love, of hispersonal care
for us. Many quotationsfrom Holy Scrip-
ture refer to this: “ Show me your won-
drouskindness...keep me asthe appl e of
your eye, hide mein the shadow of your
wingsPs17:8; Herulesby hismight for-
ever; hiseyeswatch the nations Ps 66:7;
For the eyes of the Lord behold al the
earth, and give strength to thosewhowith
aperfect heart trustsin him 2Chr 16:9.

The first Father Symbol placed into a
daughter shrine wasin Argentina. Their
national mission dealswith thefirst per-
soninthe Blessed Trinity.

We should follow up God’s mercies in
an amost one-sided way. God loves me,
his child, because heis my Father. That
is a great task. So | should repeatedly
ask myself: Wherehas God, in hisProvi-
dence, proved that heismy kind and lov-
ing Father?

Do you know what the masterstrokein
this regard is? That we learn to believe
that the cross and suffering are always
an expression of the Father’s love. So
when the heavenly Father hurts me in
someway, | must alwaysthink: the doc-
tor is operating! What effect will this
have? Through everything | will hear
thosewords: Sincethe Father isdoingit,
it is for my best-my Father, how much
you must love me!

JK Mar 16, 1938 (p 102, Rediscovering
the Father)

PRrAYER

Mother, lead me to the Father. Help me
offer an extra“ Our Father” for the Pope,
bishops, and priests| know.



October 16th

HOLY SPIRIT

At WY D, Pope Benedict shared three
insightson the Holy Spirit’swork from
St Augustine: unity, love, and gift.

Itisaunity of lived communion: a
unity of persons in a relationship of
constant giving, the Father and the Son
giving themselves to each other. We
begin to glimpse, | think, how
illuminating i sthisunderstanding of the
Holy Spirit as unity, as communion.
Trueunity could never befounded upon
relationships which deny the equal
dignity of other persons. Nor is unity
simply the sum total of the groups
through which we sometimes attempt
to “define” ourselves. In fact, only in
thelife of communionisunity sustained
and human identity fulfilled: we
recognize the common need for God,
we respond to the unifying presence of
the Holy Spirit, and we give ourselves
to one another in service.

Loveisthesign of the presence of
the Holy Spirit! ...far from being
indulgent or fickle, love has atask or
purposeto fulfill: to abide. By itsnature
love is enduring. Again, dear friends,
wecatch afurther glimpse of how much
the Holy Spirit offers our world: love
which dispels uncertainty; love which
overcomes the fear of betrayal; love
which carries eternity within; the true
love which draws us into a unity that
abides!

The Holy Spirit is God eternally
giving himself; like a never-ending
spring he poursforth nothing lessthan
himself. In view of this ceaseless gift,
we cometo seethelimitationsof al that
perishes, the folly of the consumerist
mindset. We begin to understand why
the quest for novelty leaves us
unsatisfied and wanting. Are we not
looking for an eternal gift?

PRAYER

Mother, send the Holy Spirit to my par-
ish and neighborhood via my deed of
unity and serving love today.

October 17th

LIGHT FRAME

Around her picture we read: servus
Mariae nunquam peribit — a child of
Mary will never perish. st Bernard

A child of Mary is the child of the
Mother Thrice Admirable who settled
in this shrine to educate people and
nations, who will placearenewedworld
at the feet of Christ. Our Lady chose
the shrineasan ark in the deluge of our
time. Sheassuresusthat inthisark, in
the ark of our family, in the ark of the
shrine, we will never perish. She will
preserve our soul from destruction if
we remain her child, faithful to the
covenant. Let usrecall God'sintention
concerning the ark of Noah. God
wanted to save Noah and hisfamily in
the ark. During the flood he wanted to
educate them so that later on they could
become the foundation and the leaders
of acompletely new generation. ...

We shall also be educated in this
ark. Please understand the great timely
mission of the Blessed Mother fromthis
shrine. ... However, it is of greatest
importance that many people are
introduced to the covenant of love and
thus given aright to enter into thisark.
Just as Noah and his family were
educated in the ark and especially
prepared to become the father and
mother of a new society, we will
experience the same in the ark of
Schoenstatt. Schoenstatt wantsto help
lead the Church to the new shore of our
time. JK, p. 10 Shrine Meditations

After World War |, Fritz Esser, one
of the founding members, carved out
these words and made an original
wooden light frame around the MTA
picture, which was later replaced by a
precious golden one, donated by the
Women of Schoenstatt.

PRAYER

Mother, take away my fears. Let me
spend timetoday looking at your beau-
tiful picture. Help metofill my soul with
your peace.

October 18th Blessed Covenant Day

CROWN

“A great sign appeared in the sky, a
woman clothed with the Sun, with the
moon under her feet and on her head a
crown of twelve stars.” Rev. 12:1

“The crown symbolizes the duties
which Our Lady assumed when she
accepted it. She will preserve and
defend the faith in the kingdom of
Christ. Shewill also deeply implant the
faithin our specific Schoenstatt mission
like a seed into our hearts, into our
minds and wills. She will take care of
the poor in her kingdom, of those who
suffer physical, mental or spiritual
anguish. She will raise up those who
are weak and strengthen the helpless.
How easily isour belief inthe mission
of Our Lady from this little shrine
shaken?And how helplessand weak are
we in co-operating to realize her great
task for theworld?With the crown, our
Queen accepted the responsibility to
reveal her power, her wisdom, and her
kindness to all. Do we grasp the
significance of the crown?....

Glorify yourself in our hearts,
glorify yourself inour families, glorify
yourself in our country. You have
accepted the crown and obliged yoursdlf
to glorify yourself in al our distress.
World history provesthat you havewon
the victory in countless battles.
Therefore, wefirmly trust that you will
also win aglorious victory from here,
thisshrine[our living shrinel]. Mold us

into a saintly Schoenstatt Family.” JK,
p 20, Shrine Meditations

PRAYER

Mother, thismorning and this afternoon
| want to remind myself that | should
behave as a royal child of yours. You
arethe Queen of Heaven and Earth, and
my Queen, too!

Fall 2008 Schoenstatt Rosary Campaign 19



October 19th

NAME anp MISSION

Each shrine develops its unique name
and mission in time. Each daughter
shrine, as well as every home shrine
shares in the grace of the Original
Shrine. The MTA has a bit of freedom
to direct streams of grace, streams of
striving, streamsof needed characteris-
tics to particular places. It is a great
responsibility and task, as well as joy
and gift to discover the unique ray of
our Lady’s glory that will be revealed
inyour particular living shrine.

Listentothevoice of being, tothevoice
of the souls, and to the voice of timein
order to best decipher what our MTAis
pointing toward.

Examples are: Mission of the Founder
Shrineis: Educate and Form the Ameri-
can Saint from the Founder Shrine!
Mission of the International Shrine of
the Father Kingdom is: We believethat
in this shrine we receive the grace to
build the Marian Father Kingdom for
the Church.

PRAYER

Mother, help me find the name for my
living shrine which you like best. Let
me write down ideas and beg the Holy
Spirit to put it together in my mind, in-
flaming my heart to give my all for it.
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October 20th

BELL

How many of us remember waking up
to the sound of the Angelus bell at 6
am?Alongwith church bells, some other
common bellsaretheliberty bell, door
bells, ice cream truck bells, cow bells,
Christmas sled bells, or choir bell con-
certs...

The shrine bell rings out the angelus,
the start of holy Mass, the sealing of
covenants, the finding of mottosand so
on. It hangs very high and gives the
viewer aglimpse of heaven beyond.

Father Kentenich wrote about the bell
in his America Report, compiled from
June to Sept 1948:

“| prefer to use another image [than the
melting pot] that isn't so laden with dif-
ficult connotations. The American char-
acter, asitiswilled by God and befits
thisnation, can belooked upon asabell
that is cast from amixture of different
valuable minerals, but which isnot yet
finished and therefore does not yet give
forth its full ring. If thisring is to be-
come pure, each substancein the alloy
must remain true to its nature, be care-
fully cultivated, and unitewith thevalu-
able characteristics of the other nation-
aities. The organism that resultsisthe
unigue and individual American na-
tional soul which cannot be seen as
merely an addition or multiplication of
individual natural characteristics, but as
something new.”

PRAYER

Mother, when the door bell ringstoday,
let mejoyfully greet whoever comesas
you would greet your Son, Jesus.

October 21th

ST MICHAEL

“In the Apocalypse we find a serious
word, aword which seemsto have been
written for our time.

The great writer of the Book of
Revelations, the Seer of Patmos, sees
in avision the enormous combat which
was fought between the two bands of
angelsin heaven. Ontheonesidethere
was Michael and on the other Lucifer.
It must have been agigantic battle: here
Michael with his followers, with the
angels; and there Lucifer with his
followers, with hisangels.

We know who won the fight. That
was St. Michael. We al'so know how
Satan, how the devil with hisfollowers
were thrown down into hell and how
from this new abode he knows no
greater pleasure and passion than to
draw mankind into hisnets, and to make
them fight with him against God.

Ontheother hand, when we seethe
devil at work with al his power, when
we feel how active this power is
everywhere today, how the whole of
modern cultureisbuilt upontheseidess,
then | think we should also feel more
and more urged today to call on our
field-marshal for help. cf Rev 12:7-10 ...

From an historical point of view the
chapel was a chapel of St Michael;
furthermore we regard him as the
Guardian of the Blessed Sacrament, and
asaninstrument —now | must be more
explicit — not only in the hand of Our
Lady, but of our Mother Thrice
Admirable, Queen, and Victress of
Schoenstatt.” p 28 Shrine Meditations

PRrRAYER
Mother, pray with me: | stand between
the two great powers which oppose
each other in eternal battle. In com-
plete freedom | renew my decision
for Christ now and forever.

JK, p 61, Heavenwards



October 22nd

ST JOSEPH

"Let us recall how St Joseph received
hismission. What did theangel tell him
in the dream? ‘ Joseph, get up, take the
Childand hisMother.’ | believethat God
called us to help fulfill this great mis-
sion. ... Like St Joseph we listen to the
wordstoday: ‘Get up!” Do not liedown
and rest for awhile. Do not wish for
yourself alife of comfort and compla-
cency. Do not wish to find pleasuresin
thisworld. No, the angel ordered: ‘ Get
up, takethe Child and hisMother.’ First
of al weshall accept theminto our own
hearts. Then we have to prepare for
them awarm placein our family andin
the hearts of others. (cf Mt 2:13-15)

Besidesthe beauty of family life, weall
have already experienced its worries,
crosses, and suffering. And yet we know
that if we receive the Child and his
Mother anew into our family, we also
give our ‘yes' to the path of cross and
suffering which they have walked. In
thisspirit wewill accept our Schoenstatt
mission anew, take the Child and his
Mother, who seem to be exiled today
from many hearts, and offer them a
dwelling in our hearts and homes.”

JK, p 26, Shrine Meditations

PRAYER

Mother, on thismonthly Schoenstatt day
of victory, let us imitate St Joseph as
we build our living shrine. Help me to
offer up my work today inaspecia way,
being as selfless, as serving, and asgen-
erous as St Joseph was to you in your
lifetime.

October 23th

ST PETER

“Let us go into the Cenacle where the
Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles.
Pentecost was the founding day of the
Church, the day of transformation of
the apostles. They seemed to be such
wretched creatures, trembling like as-
pen leaves and even running away. Just
think of Peter; he was afraid of a
woman, adavegirl. What aweak crea-
ture! He even had doubts about Jesus.
And when the Holy Spirit descended
upon them they understood the Lord at
once. Peter got up, began to preach and
converted 3,000 people in one day. A
sudden change of mind! Finally the
apostles grasped that Christ was truly
God and man, and thistruth penetrated
them asan overpowering conviction. ...
You may want to respond now by say-
ing: ‘ Yes, the apostles had an easy job!
All at once, in one moment’stime, they
weretransformed. And we? |t takesend-
lesdly long. Year after year weonly seem
to succeed so very little. We must turn
to Our Lady and beg her:

PRAYER  *Send us the Holy Spirit

and we shall berenewed.’
What isatrue Schoenstatt apostlelike?
All our love should belong to our MTA.
Our joy and suffering, al sacrifices of
life, offered as contributionsto the capi-
tal of grace, will guaranteethat her great
mission for our country can befulfilled
from here, her shrine. Our very Marian,
saintly everyday life shall be our most
important means of apostolate. The
shrine should become the center of our
life, a magnet for many, the source of
strength. Here we receive answers and
the necessary graces for our daily life.
Herewewill learnto do good to others.
Here we should bring our friends and
all in need of specia care. Herethe Holy
Spirit will descend on us anew, free us
fromall half-heartedness, strengthen us
against the spirit of the mass-man and
transform us into a person of true no-
bility, a genuine Schoenstatt saint and
apostle.” JK, p 24 Shrine Meditations

October 24th

ST PAUL

“The Apostle Paul called the position
of Christinthe plan of salvation, inthe
plan for theworld, amystery of Godin
atwofold sense; and he considered it
his personal ideal, his personal singu-
lar life's task to reveal this unfathom-
able mystery of God to the world, to
humanity. ...

In the position of the God-Man,
Paul found ever new strength to
consume himself to the utmost in order
to show the mystery in theright light,
to proclaim this mystery, and to see to
it that people would become
incorporated into Christ as his
members. Hewasavailableto everyone
day or night. He acknowledges quite
clearly how tired hewasbecause hewas
in constant demand, because of the
constant questions directed to him. He
tellsushow much he suffered traveling
by water or on land, how much
persecution and want he endured. But
all thiswas nothing becauseit enabled
him to shed light on his life's task, to
have othersunderstand it correctly. And
so, we too should take our bearings
more often from thisgreat, tremendous
position of the God-Man in the history

of theworld and salvation.” JK, Aug 24-
30, 1930 fromp 35 In the School of the Apostle
Paul

PRAYER

Mother, today let me be St Paul for oth-
ers and write aletter or two to people
who need to hear from me.

Booth at WYD gave out many “letters
of recommendation” for Schoenstatt!
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October 25th

CHRIST WINDOW

In the sanctuary of the shrine, the win-
dow in the left side includes a symbol
of Christ.

Chi-Rhoisthe ol dest known mono-
gram (or letter symbol) for Christ. Some
call thissymbol the“ Christogram” and
it dates back to the second century Ro-
man Emperor Constantine. Though the
truth of this story is questionable, it is
said that Constantine saw this symbol
in the sky before an important battle,
and he heard the message, “ By thissign,
conquer.” Thus, he adopted the symbol
for hisarmy. Chi (x =ch) and Rho (p =
r) are the first three letters of “ Christ”
or “Christos’ in the Greek language.
Though thereare many variationsof the
Chi-Rho, most commonly it consists of
the overlaying of the two letters, and

oftentimes is surrounded by a circle.
Mary Fairchild, Christian Symbols Illustrated
Glossary on internet

PRAYER

Mother, turn your face to me and teach
me to reflect the face of your Divine
Son asyou did.

October 26th

MARY WINDOW

In the sanctuary of the shrine, the win-
dow intheright sideincludesasymbol
for Mary with the letters “MTA” for
Mater ter admirabilis. In English the
trandation uses the same first initials
with Mother ThriceAdmirable.

PRAYER

Mother, today | want to place al my
worries into your heart. Each time |
catch myself worryiing, | want to pray:
I blindly trust inyou and in your Child.

PICTURES of the 4 windows will

be herel
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October 27th

SHRINE WINDOW

Inthebody of the shrine, ontheleft side,
the window portrays the symbol of
Schoenstatt; namely ashrineamidst the
pines and a sword. The sword's mes-
sage is age-old: the fruitfulness of a
place of grace dependson thetotal com-
mitment of persons, their spirit of prayer
and sacrifice. This human cooperation
with graceis expressed in the motto:

Nothing without you, MTA, nothing
without us. Thisis the sanctification |
demand of you. Itisthearmor that you
shall put on, the sword with which you
shall freeyour country...” p49 Schoenstatt,
The Founding Documents

PRAYER

Mother, help meto fight the devil. You
need meto bevictoriousover the bettle
with my faults. Today, let methink of a
personal offering that will be most
pleasing to you.



October 28th

CROSS WINDOW

In the body of the shrine, on the right
side, the window portrays the coat of
armsof the Pallottineswhichisthecross
with the star of the Gentiles.

PRAYER

Mother, help me to pray for many and
good vocations on this day that is the
feast of the apostles Simon and Jude.
Send many good apostles, send many
good priests, brothers, sisters, and
monks into the harvest of souls.

October 29th

FLOWERS

Flowers are given as signs of care and
love. They bring joy, hope and comfort.
Flowers comein all shapes, sizes and
colors. They grow and blossom,
showing color and beauty, just as each
individual does. Flowers are used to
adorn, and by their very presence, bring
beauty to our altars.

We speak about symbols. Either we
give each other aring or our hand asa
symbol. (Customs are different in
different countries.) Through these
symbols we express our exchange of
hearts, of love. Tonight we brought a
symboal. In our Covenant of Love, we
give Our Blessed Maother asymbol —a
Rose!

Each one will take home a rose
tonight. The rose is a symbol of love.
Love means that we give our hearts.
Tonight we let the rose speak for our
heart. We say: “ Theonetowhom | give
arose, | givemy heart. Therose speaks
onmy love’. Theroseisred. Redisa
symbol of love. Redisalso asymbol of
our sacrifice of love. Sacrificesfor our
perfect exchange of hearts.

Tonight our Blessed Mother givesa
rose back to us. She speaksthrough the
rose. “| give you thisrose, my rose.”
We have offered these red roses to our
mother. L et roses speak for us. Through
theroseswe give her our hearts. Roses
are symbols of love, hearts, and also
sacrifices.

We can say: wegivearosefor arose,
heart for heart, and sacrifice for
sacrifice. We give all this in the
Covenant of Love. The Covenant of
Loveisacomplete exchange of hearts
and an exchange of love.

There is a story told, which is a
legend. Formerly therewere only white
roses. Our Lord was hanging on the
cross on Golgotha, and our Blessed
Mother was standing under that cross.
Therewerewhite rosesblooming at the
foot of the cross. The precious blood

October 30th

CANDLES-LIGHTS

Candles glow softly in the distance.
They reflect light and heat. They are
made of beeswax - showing a
community effort. Candlesrepresent for
usthelight of Christ. Christ livesin us
and shines through us. He brings light
to thosein darkness. Hewarmsthe cold
and chilly hearts. He bringslight, heat
and warmth to our livesand our world.
He gives uslight. Christisour light.

PRAYER

Mother, help meto bealight for others
by an extra smile, a kind word, or an
errand gladly done.

of our Lord fell on the white roses,
turning them blood-red. Sincethenthere
are red roses. The red rose is a symbol
of love. Out of love, our Lord has shed
His blood. JK, Feb 2, 1956, p 1 “Let
Roses Speak for Us”

PRAYER

Mother, today | want to bring you some
flowers, either spiritually in my heart,
or actually from the garden or store.
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October 31th

JAR ror PRAYER PETTTIONS anp CONTRIBUTIONS 10 our MTA’S TREASURY

The Church’steaching on merits and our possibility to coop-
eratein Christ’swork of salvation (see Col 1:24: “In my own Mulgoa Jar
flesh I make up what islacking in the sufferings of Christ for
the sake of hisbody, the Church.”) encourages usto actively
strivefor sanctity and make ourselves availablefor the build-
ing up of the Kingdom.

A special form for this in Schoenstatt is the “contribu-

tions to the capital of grace.” In the covenant of love with .
Mary, we actively bring our prayers, sacrifices, and striving Rounder Shrine
for sanctity and make the merits of these good works avail-
ableto the MTA for her mission in the service of Christ.
The theological foundations for this are found in the

Church’steachings on the communion of saints (Cathechismof
the Catholic Church, No 945-948), intercessory prayer (No. 2634-36),
and merits (No. 2006-11). See p 51, 200 Questions, Father Jonathan
Niehaus.

PRAYER Exile Shrine

Mother, as we come to the close of your special month, help
me to give you many little contributions to your capita of
gracetoday. (These could belike: specia attention to my morn-

ing offering and little consecration prayer; a meal sacrifice;
making peace with someone | am cross with; singing asong
of praise; reading something spiritual; offering up a movie
and interacting with family and friends instead, and so on).
Thank you for helping meto build aliving shrinein my heart!

Don'’t forget tovisit our SRC WEBSI TE at www.schoenstattr osarycampaign.org
L ook for somegreat Christmas Gift Ideasfor those on your list “who have everything.”

Schoenstatt Sisters of Mary
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